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A FULL DAY AT CHURCH

We Celebrated Shakyamuni Buddha’s birthday at the afternoon Hanamatsuri Service on
April 26th. Earlier in the day we were treated to a special Adult Study Sushi and Sangha
event that is reported on further on in this newsletter. Both our reverend and our guest
speaker led this gathering, and then Reverend Candice officiated and Koichi Mizushima
was our guest speaker for the Hanamatsuri service. There was no evidence that either was
tiring, as our Flower Festival Service was an event filled with joy and energy. Koichi’s dharma
talk gave a new perspective on the story of Shakyamuni’s birth and delved into how the
symbolism of the story can be applied to our everyday life by relating a special personal life
story.

UPCOMING KEIRO-KAI SERVICE AND LUNCHEON

On May 24 the Walnut Grove Buddhist Church will honor its members who are 80 years of
age and above. This service has a long history in the church, originally sponsored by the
Buddhist Women’s Association (Fujin-Kai). After its dissolution, the church took over the
sponsorship and guided the Sangha through the COVID times, where we delivered Obento
to our honored members with special gifts included to hopefully brighten the long days of
isolation. We encourage our members to participate in this again in-person honorific event
and celebrate our treasured Keiro-Sha members. Please see the informational document
in this newsletter in which you can RSVP to attend. The Keiro-Sha members will also be
receiving a personal, separate invitation in the mail very soon.



The Happiest of Birthdays

The month of April was and has always been a very significant month in the Shibata
household. April 19t is our dad’s birthday and my sister, Tiffany, happens to share her
birthday with the baby Buddha, known as Prince Siddhartha, on April 8t. My dad and sister
are exactly 30 years apart and these were milestone birthdays for them, 80 and 50 years
old.

Since it was a milestone birthday for Tiffany I wanted to surprise her with a few birthday
gifts. I sent her flowers and sweet treats to her school and stopped by for a visit with giant
lumpianadas in hand to share, which were huge stuffed lumpias in the shape of an
empanada. When I arrived at the school office, | was brought to the teachers’ lunchroom
where Tiffany was collecting all of the birthday decorations that were put up for her. As
teachers and staff passed by, they all wished her a happy birthday. We then walked into her
classroom and | saw the decorations that two co-workers had secretly put up the night
before and a table full of birthday presents and treats that Tiffany received. It made me
smile and happy to see how many birthday wishes she received from so many people.

[ think it made me so happy then and even a little teary eyed with happiness now as [ write
this knowing that so many people see, appreciate, and celebrated Tiffany for all of the
qualities that I love about her. Tiffany is such a modest person, one to shy away from the
spotlight, but always the person who cheers you on. She’s the most thoughtful, giving and
generous person, very much like our mother. She’s also steadfast and dedicated, very much
like our father.

Growing up I knew how different my sister and [ were, not only in personality and character,
but also how we looked. Physically, I am built like and look like my mother’s side of the
family while Tiffany definitely looks like a Shibata. However, as I have gotten older I have
been told, “You look like your dad. Isee it in your eyes.” And when people learn that Tiffany
and I are sisters it warms my heart when they say, “Oh I see it! You two DO look alike!”

These comments make me think about how deeply connected my sister and I are even
though we are different and unique. She was my first best friend and still is. She continues
to be a supportive older sister, always considering my thoughts and feelings.

And even equally special is how deeply connected we are to our parents, despite the fact
that our mother has been gone for over 22 years. Tiffany and I are the karmic conditions of
our parents’ lives, the love they shared between them, and the commitment, sacrifices made,
and care they gave to us so we can live this one and only life we have. How fascinating it
really is to think about the impact of our parents’ birthdays, our grandparents’ birthdays
and their lives, and all those who have gone before us so we too can celebrate our birthdays
each year. | cannot help but to put my palms together and say, “Namu Amida Butsu” with
immense gratitude.

In Gassho,

Rev. Candice Shibata



President’s Message

It’s Springtime!

Spring is my favorite season of the year. Not too hot, not too cold. Not too dry, not too wet. In
my profession, it’s the start of the new crop year and optimism abounds. It continues to amaze
me that a single seed the size of a nail head has the potential to fill a basket with produce. Of
course, there’s more to having a successful crop than covering the seeds with dirt. One should
have an understanding of the science and the art of growing plants and the knowledge gained over
many crop cycles.

Several years ago, a young couple from the city purchased a plot of farmland with the intent to
grow vegetables and sell as “you pick™. I asked about their experiences growing vegetables.
They did not have an ag background, nor did they even have a backyard garden. Their education
came from watching 15 — 30-minute segments on You Tube. They did not realize the time
commitment required after watching time-lapsed online videos. After two years, they abandoned
their initial attempt at farming and concentrated on their successful professional careers.

Our sect of Buddhism is geared for the everyday common person. We can listen to Reverend
Shibata’s 30-minute dharma talks or read literatures written by Buddhist scholars, but it is up to
each of us to commit the time to practice what we learn. There are no short cuts. We can reap
only what we sow.

In Gassho,
Craig Nakahara

May Shotsuki

Joyous Monthly Memorial

Deceased Chief Mourner
Shigeko Ohara Masuru Ohara
Miyoko Kunisaki

Matsue Okamura

Fusae Hirakawa

Toyokichi Hirotsu

Sue Sakai Naomi Sakai
Takao Shoji

Nancy Iwanaga Iwanaga Family
Toyokichi Shinmoto Shizue Nagoshi
Juzo Ando Emiko Ishimoto
Tsuna Ando Emiko Ishimoto
Shigeto Ando Emiko Ishimoto
Florence Kato Sangha Family
Yoshiaki Robert Ito Priscilla Ito

Dennis Katsuki Linda Katsuki



SUSHI AND SANGHA GATHERING

On April 26™ the social room was filled with food, fun and the Dharma. Koichi
Mizushima, Minister’s Assistant from the Buddhist Church of Sacramento, demonstrated
the art of making sushi. With his trademark humor and antics Koichi carefully taught us all
how to expertly make a California roll. The sushi making perfectly complimented Reverend
Candice’s Dharma Talk on how sushi and Buddhism are related. The delicate flavorful
balance of the sushi’s contents and the reliance on so many people to grow, harvest and
make the ingredients (interconnectedness) reminded us about the precious lessons of the
Dharma.

Each participant received a beautiful, unique handmade sushi display board made
of resin and wood. Wes Omoto generously donated his colorful boards which made for the
perfect display for our sushi. With our sushi proudly sitting atop the board, new members,
old members and our seniors came together to share a wonderful few hours of learning
about the Dharma and enjoying our sushi, gyoza, chicken katsu, namasu, fruit salad, and
edamame.

In Gassho, Sharon Yokoi
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BYR 9
SUMMER 6/28/26 -

RETREAT {f For participants between the ages of
14-18. Join this life changing program

Jodo Shinshu Center. 2140 Durant Ave, to learn about Buddhism, goon field
Berkeley CA 94704 trips, and make lifetime friends.
Please register below!

REG & MORE INFO:
tinyurl.com/BYRNINE




Please join us Lo the Keine-Ka Sewice and Cuncheen
Hononing owv membens who ane 80 yeans and abeve
May 24, 2026----------11:00 AM

Service to be held at the Walnut Grove Buddhist Church.
Lunch will be served at the Gakuen Hall.

Please RSVP below and forms need to be received by May 14, 2026.

Keiro-Sha- Walnut Grove Buddhist Church Members that are 80 years and older receive

a complimentary bento.

Honorees:
Name of Keiro Member(s)

Wearing your Okesa would be
Indicate number of Bento(s) appreciated, but not necessary.

Non-Keiro member - Bentos can be purchased for $35

Name of Non-Keiro Member(s)

Indicate the number Bentos

Contact Name

Cell Phone Number

Total Number of paid Bentos

Check amount

Please include the form with a check made out to the Walnut Grove Buddhist Church.
Please mail to: Walnut Grove Buddhist Church, P.O. Box 336, Walnut Grove, CA 95690

All Bentos are pre-ordered.
Unfortunately, there will be no Bentos available for purchase on the day of the event



Fundraiser Update

In early June we will begin sales for our Annual Teriyaki Chicken and Bento
Fundraiser. Our menu will be the same as the past couple of years, and we have
decided to keep the price the same as last year despite the rising costs of our
products. We hope that we get lots of volunteer help, as it takes many hands and much
organization to make this fundraiser a success.

TERIYAKI CHICKEN /BENTO SALE JULY 5TH

AT THE WALNUT GROVE BUDDHIST CHURCH

PICK-UP TIME FROM 11 AM TO 2 PM

TERIYAKI CHICKEN ONLY $15

BENTO ($25) INCLUDES

1, TERIYAKI CHICKEN GRILLED TO TENDER JUICY PERFECTION

TSUKEMONO (SALTY CABBAGE SALAD) SUNOMONO (MARINATED CUCUMBER)
STEAMED WHITE RICE, CORN ON THE COBB

ORANGE SLICES, & KURI MANJU (A JAPANESE PASTRY OF TENDER DOUGH BAKED
AROUND A SWEETENED & SILKY BEAN FILLING)
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Following this Fundraiser event by a couple of weeks is our Obon Odori celebration. We have
seen a wonderful increase in attendance, both from the local community and from other
temples. We welcome all and look forward to seeing both new faces and old. Again, we
encourage volunteers to help us set up and then enjoy this historically evocative evening.
We feature an opportunity to dance to music that has been around for a very long time, and
our easy country atmosphere is not to be denied! Come and enjoy, have a complementary
snack, and leave with a feeling of having danced with your ancestors.



