
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The WGBC Newsletter

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 

Sunday       2    1:30 PM        Shotsuki/Monthly Service  

 

SEPTEMBER 

Tuesday      1    7:00 PM        Board Meeting (Hybrid) 

Sunday        6    1:30 PM       Shotsuki/Monthly Service 

Sunday      27   10:00 AM      Adult Study   

Please check out our new website! 
walnutgrovebuddhistchurch.org   

 
 

 

Mailing Address:   
PO Box 336 95690  

Location: 
14105 Pine Street 

Phone: 916 776 1213 

Email: 
walnutgrovebuddhist
church@gmail.com 

  

 

President’s Message 

 

We had a very busy month in July.  The successful, sold-out bento take-out was held 

on July 5th.  The Obon Odori was held on July 18 with a large crowd of dancers 

attending, due in part to the participation of the Iwa Daiko Instrumental Group 

accompanying the dances.  Many thanks to this group which certainly livened up the 

odori songs! 
 

The last Walnut Grove Church bazaar was held in 2018.  It was the 64th annual bazaar.  When society 

started opening up again after the covid scare, we decided not to continue the traditional bazaar as 

membership had dropped and we believed we could not bring back the labor-intensive event to our 

high standards.  Hence, the less labor requirements of the bento take-out was brought to fruition and 

just completed its 4th annual run. 

As I previously mentioned about the many hands required to put on the annual bazaar, there are some 

aspects of this that I miss.  High on that list would be the feelings of homecomings and reunions that 

the many families and friends shared when returning to Walnut Grove to help and attend the bazaar, 

some who had left the area many decades ago.  The nostalgia, the reminiscing, and just catching up 

with personal events.  The stories from the past one hears are often interesting and lively.  And those 

stories from the past seem endless, with some definitely not suitable for historical records!  I guess 

at a certain age, the past is longer than the future! 

There have been some rumblings about returning the annual bazaar.  Perhaps the newer members can 

revive it.  I sure wouldn’t mind hearing more stories before they’re forgotten.   

In Gassho, 

Craig Nakahara 
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      September Shotsuki 

       

Deceased Chief Mourner  
       
Misayo Shinmoto  Thomas Shinmoto   
Itsuji Shinmoto  Thomas Shinmoto   
Kazuko Ogawa  Kenneth Sano   
Emi Nakagami  Kenneth Sano   
Shingo Ohta  June Okada   
Rev. Seikaku Mizutani  Lillian Matsuoka   
Teruko Kondo  Lillian Matsuoka   
Minoru Hori  Steve Hori   
Hatsu Okamoto      
Kane Ahara  Nancy Nakahara   
Shizu Goto  Mineko Kawamura   
Aiko Takaki      
Hideo Oto  Sally Oto Opgenorth   
Howard Mizutani  Lillian  Matsuoka   
Nancy  Tokuyoshi      
Sadako Kawahara      

       

 

 

 

 

 

Shotsuki 
Joyous Monthly Memorial 

August    

       

Deceased Chief Mourner  
       
Rev. Jungo Kondo  Lillian  Matsuoka   
Toshiko Grace Sakai  Kiyomi Joyce Sakai   
Tadao Norikane  Mitsuko Norikane   
Suekichi Kusaba  June Okada   
Ichitaro Okada  June Okada   
Matazo Ahara  Nancy Nakahara   
Mitsuhei Sakata  Janet Sakata   
Mary Mayumi Nakamura      
Kumanoshin Tokuyoshi  Tokuyoshi Family   
Shizuko Sakata  Janet Sakata   
Taka Ishizuka  Joanne Ishizuka   
Hirotoshi Jack Oda  Tedmund  Oda   
Lily Yuriko Iseri  Kirby Iseri   
Roy Yokoi  Yuriko Yokoi   

       
 

 
September  

       

Deceased Chief Mourner  
       
Misayo Shinmoto  Thomas Shinmoto   
Itsuji Shinmoto  Thomas Shinmoto   
Kazuko Ogawa  Kenneth Sano   
Emi Nakagami  Kenneth Sano   
Shingo Ohta  June Okada   
Rev. Seikaku Mizutani  Lillian Matsuoka   
Teruko Kondo  Lillian Matsuoka   
Minoru Hori  Steve Hori   
Hatsu Okamoto      
Kane Ahara  Nancy Nakahara   
Shizu Goto      
Aiko Takaki      
Hideo Oto  Sally Oto Opgenorth   
Howard Mizutani  Lillian  Matsuoka   
Nancy  Tokuyoshi      
Sadako Kawahara      

       
 

 



Following the Dharma's GPS 

Over the past few months, I have found myself doing quite a bit of traveling. I was fortunate to 

accept guest speaking invitations in Spokane, Washington, and Vancouver, British Columbia. In 

between these two trips, I also enjoyed a short vacation in Las Vegas, Nevada, with my sister. 

Whether traveling by airplane across state and international borders, simply driving around for 

errands, or to a temple event closer to home, I have spent many hours relying on various Global 

Positioning Systems (GPS) to guide me from one destination to another. 

Like many of us, I often enter an address onto my phone, follow the directions provided, and 

arrive where I need to go without giving much thought to everything that makes that journey 

possible. During these recent trips, however, I found myself reflecting more deeply on what it 

actually takes to travel safely from one place to another. 

When we board an airplane, we see the pilots and flight attendants, but we rarely think about the 

countless individuals whose efforts make the flight possible. There are aircraft mechanics, air 

traffic controllers, baggage handlers, airport staff, weather forecasters, engineers, and countless 

others working behind the scenes. Likewise, when we use a GPS while driving, we seldom think 

about the satellites orbiting above us, the technology that communicates our location, the 

mapmakers who maintain the roads, or the workers who build and repair the highways we travel. 

What struck me during these journeys was how easily I take all these people, systems, and 

conditions for granted.  I also thought about some of the frustrations I experienced while traveling, 

such as my luggage not making the connection in time and being without my personal belongings 

and the lengths the airline went through to personally deliver it to me.    

The more I reflected, the more I realized that this experience is not limited to travel. It is a 

reflection of life itself. 

In Buddhism, we often speak about causes and conditions. Nothing exists independently. Nothing 

happens solely because of our own efforts. Every moment of our lives is supported by countless 

visible and invisible conditions. The food we eat, the homes we live in, the education we receive, 

the work we do, and the relationships we cherish all arise through an immeasurable network of 

support. 

As I thought about this, I began imagining a different kind of GPS—one that could help guide us 

through our daily lives and our Dharma journey. 

The first GPS is Gratitude, Perspective, and Sangha. 

G - Gratitude reminds us to pause and recognize all that we have received. Just as we depend on 

countless individuals to help us arrive safely at our physical destinations, we depend upon 

innumerable people and conditions every day of our lives. Gratitude awakens us to the reality that 

we are never truly self-made or self-sufficient. 



P - Perspective allows us to see beyond our limited viewpoint. It helps us recognize that our lives 

are interconnected with the lives of others. When we widen our perspective, we begin to see how 

deeply our happiness, opportunities, and well-being are intertwined with the efforts and sacrifices 

of countless people. 

S - Sangha reminds us that we never travel alone. Whether at the temple, among family and 

friends, or within our larger communities, we are constantly supported by others who encourage 

us, teach us, comfort us, and walk alongside us through life's joys and challenges. 

At the same time, life often presents unexpected detours. Roads close. Flights are delayed. Plans 

change. Destinations shift. Anyone who has used a GPS knows that the route we originally 

planned is not always the route we ultimately take. 

This led me to think about a second GPS: Guidance, Patience, and Support. 

G - Guidance comes through the Dharma, which helps us navigate life's uncertainties and 

challenges. The teachings remind us that impermanence and change are not obstacles to life; they 

are the very nature of life itself. 

P - Patience helps us endure the delays, frustrations, and unexpected turns that inevitably arise. 

Much like a GPS calmly recalculating a route after a missed turn, patience allows us to continue 

moving forward without becoming overwhelmed by disappointment or frustration. 

S - Support reminds us that we do not have to make the journey alone. Family members, friends, 

teachers, temple members, and countless others help carry us through difficult times. Their 

kindness and encouragement often sustain us more than we realize. 

Reflecting on these two GPS systems has deepened my appreciation for the many journeys of my 

life. Whether traveling to Spokane, Vancouver, Las Vegas, or simply driving across town, I am 

reminded that every safe arrival depends upon innumerable causes and conditions. More 

importantly, every step of this life journey is supported by people whose kindness, wisdom, and 

compassion have helped shape who I am today. 

When I truly contemplate the causes, conditions, and people who have assisted me throughout 

my life, it becomes a profound revelation of gratitude. I am reminded that I have never traveled 

alone. None of us do. 

Perhaps that is one of the greatest lessons of the Dharma. We are all fellow travelers, connected 

through countless relationships and conditions that make this precious life possible. As we 

continue our journeys together, may we cultivate Gratitude, Perspective, and Sangha, while 

relying upon Guidance, Patience, and Support. In doing so, we may discover that the path itself 

is every bit as meaningful as the destination. 

In Gassho, 

Reverend Candice Shibata 

 



 

 



So much FUN was had Saturday, July 18, 2026!  The Walnut Grove Buddhist Church held 
their Obon Odori on church grounds with over 50-75 dancers. All causes and conditions 
came together for this year’s event to make it a wonderful and memorable success. The 
weather was pleasant with a refreshing breeze and mild temperatures. It was a colorful site 
with so many kimono and Hapi clad people encircling the instructors.  Rev Shibata 
welcomed us and led us in Gassho to begin the program. It was a colorful site with so many 
kimono and Hapi clad people encircling the instructors. The highlight of the evening was 
the music performed by IWA DAIKO. With our original DJ, Craig, who tuned the sounds so 
the Taiko drums were the featured rhythm, the circle of dancers were able to dance to a 
strong drum beat. Music performed by the Iwa Daiko Taiko group brought in our largest 
crowd in many years. The group played Gregory Iwa’s original piece “Okegesama” while the 
crowd learned the accompanying dance. This heart felt song honors his grandmother and 
their family’s Delta farming heritage. It was joyfully danced by all. Another dance new to us 
was learned and danced, as well as many of our time-honored pieces. The festive 
atmosphere created a lovely sense of community as the sun set and the lanterns shined.  

The first half seemed to speed by during intermission when everyone feasted on the 
traditional onigiri, takuwan, chips, drinks and a special cookie surprise made by Mary Oda. 
We all enjoyed the time to visit with each other and rest before the second half of the 
program. Our odori continued with the IWA DAIKO performing soloists singing and music. 

None of this would have been possible without the generous support of our temple 
members Toki, Craig, Virgil, Janet, Christy, Holly, Carol, and Lorraine. A very special thanks 
for their expert dancing, instructors Sandi Kawamura, Karen Adachi and Yvonne Ishimoto, 
and to the IWA DAIKO for making this Odori so special! We also were very thankful for the 
many friends who stayed after to help with clean up. 

 We look forward to next year’s festivities with enthusiasm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Walnut Grove Buddhist Church Gratefully Acknowledges t 

he 

Following Donations 

SHOTSUKI 
Cheryl Tanaka 
   IMO Dennis Katsuki 50.00 
Ted & Mary Oda  50.00 
Thomas Shinmoto  30.00 
Carol Tang 
   IMO Masayoshi Ito  100.00 
June Okada 
   IMO Harry Okada  100.00 
Judy Young 
   IMO Ralph Sugimoto Jr. 100.00 
John Matsumoto  50.00 
Barry Okada 
   IMO Toshiko Sakata  50.00 
Linda Matsuo-Kawahara 
   IMO Takeshi Kawahara 50.00 
June Okada 
   IMO Sadako Okada  50.00 
Stephen & Jean Kashiwada 
   IMO Masae Nakayama 25.00 
Frances Nakahara 
   IMO Misayo Nakahara 50.00 
Craig Nakahara 
   IMO Misayo Nakahara 50.00 
 

SPECIAL DONATIONS 
     Keiro Kai 
June Matsubara 100.00 
Pearl Sugimoto 50.00 
Fred Nagao  50.00 
Tracy Nagao  50.00 
Patricia Nishite 150.00 
Mitsuko Norikane 50.00 
 
     Misc 
Randy Yen  500.00 
Jean Nakano   
   Wada Wedding 100.00 
Joyce Sakai   
   Nokotsudo  100.00 
Holland Doshikai 
   Use of equipment 100.00 
Clipper Spa MFG 100.00 
Virgil Norman  100.00 
Hon Wong  20.00 
Aleida Suarez  50.00 
Roger Matsui  20.00 
Cynthia Lavagetto & Bill 
Wittmer, in Janet Sakata’s 
name, for the Chicken 
/Bento fundraiser 75.00 
 
IMO Asako & Kathy Nakahara 
   Bruce, Mary & Courtney   
   Iwasaki  50.00 
Amy Yamamoto 50.00 
Nancy Nakahara 50.00 
 
Chidori Nakahara 
   10 Year Memorial For  
Allen Nakahara         1000.00 
Anonymous              1000.00 
 

OBON 
Ken & Sharon Sano   50.00  
Janice & Lindley Toyama  25.00  
Lorraine Mizuno   100.00  
Darrell Yoshimi   50.00  
Priscilla Ito    25.00  
Carol Tang    100.00  
Craig Nakahara   50.00  
Frances Nakahara   50.00  
Tom Shinmoto   45.00  
Nishi Family    60.00  
Joyce Sakai    50.00  
Steven Hori    40.00  
John Matsumoto   100.00  
Holly Pauls    25.00  
June Okada    25.00  
Dorothy Tokuyoshi   100.00  
Fred Nagao    50.00  
Gerry & Sharon Yokoi-Shelton 50.00  
Tom Cappelletti   50.00  
Virgina Uchida   50.00  
Pearl Sugimoto   100.00  
Janet Sakata    100.00  
Myra Okasaki    100.00  
Sheila Ogawa    30.00  
Christy Ishizuka   50.00  
Sandi Kawamura   30.00  
Steven & Donna Hiromoto 100.00  
Nancy Nakahara   25.00  
Michael & Barbara Oda  50.00  
Charlene Hamada Krug 100.00 
Goi Family   50.00 

 

Thank You 

for                

Your Support 

 



 

The Walnut Grove Buddhist Church takes a vacation for the month of August beginning 
after the Shotsuki Service. We wish all our Sangha a restful month, and we will resume our 

regular schedule in September. 

 

 


