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Please check out our new website!

CALENDAR OF SERVICES, MEETINGS AND EVENTS

JULY

9:00 AM Heavy Kitchen Clean-Up and Making Su for Fundraiser
9:00 AM Prep and Chopping Vegetables for Fundraiser

9:00 AM Prep for Bento Fundraiser

11AM to 2PM Bento Fundraiser Pick-up

7:00 PM Board Meeting (Hybrid)

7:00 PM Odori Practice

7:00 PM Odori Practice

7:00 PM Obon Odori

1:30 PM Hatsubon/Obon/Shotsuki Service

10:00 AM Adult Study

AUGUST

1:30 PM Shotsuki/Monthly Service

.

This month’s newsletter does notinclude the Donations List. Due to the

Fundraiser and other special events and services occurring this month,

the accounting of donations will be more comprehensively published

in the next newsletter. Thank you for your understanding.
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SUMMER REFLECTIONS

I hope this finds everyone well and enjoying the summer! It is hard to believe that we are halfway
through the year, and we are soon approaching the Obon Odori in July and the Buddhist Church of
Stockton’s festival, which will be hosted in the middle of September with the hopes of cooler weather.
Obon Odori is translated as a summer festival of dancing traditionally thought of as welcoming and
sending off ancestral spirits during this Buddhist observance. This time of year and the temple’s activities
during the summer were always the highlights of my childhood and bring back great memories of
growing up at the Buddhist Church of Stockton.

I always looked forward to the temple’s Obon Odori and dressing in our yukatas (lightweight, unlined
version of the kimono) and dancing the night away. Even after all these years I still recall my paternal
grandmother dressing us in our yukatas that were neatly folded in mothball protected suitcases and tying
our obi (sash) so tightly that it was hard to breathe at times. I also remember my mother fixing our hair
in large buns on the top of our heads with beautifully decorated bira-bira kanzashi, which are metal pins
with hanging, shimmering dangles that sway with your movement.

When I was younger I could not wait to play the fun bazaar games to win prizes, especially the variety
of dishes and glasses from the Dime Pitch booth, and eventually move up the ranks of the bazaar booths
to volunteer in the different children’s games, and ultimately, work the soda booth that all of the “cool”
high school kids got to work in. I just wanted to be older than I was to be able to experience more of
what life had to offer and become more independent. If only I could turn back time now and tell my
younger self to slow down and enjoy the moment.

More often I think about my naive eagerness to grow up and now, my current wish of wanting to slow
down time and ageing while also reflecting upon my own impermanent nature. As I ponder on the
sometimes-harsh truth and reality of impermanence, I am encouraged to also think about interconnection.
There is where the teachings of the Buddha and the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist view of Obon are intersecting
in my life.

I appreciate how former minister, Rev. Mas Kodani, explained the meaning of Obon which is featured
on the Senshin Buddhist Temple’s website. Rev. Kodani wrote, “In Jodoshinshu, Obon is called Kangi-
e, or The Gathering of Joy...It is a memorial service and celebration in memory of our ancestors and all
who have died. It is an occasion to remember our indebtedness to all who have gone before us, to
appreciate and thank those lives and to reaffirm the sanctity of all living beings. In order to have this
appreciation, we are called to the Obon gathering to dance...so that in the meditation of dancing, we can
momentarily forget the self. It is at this moment, that we suddenly remember our indebtedness to others
and truly dance joyfully.

As we gather once again for Obon Odori, I hope we can appreciate this season not only as a cherished
temple tradition, but also as an opportunity to pause and reflect on the countless causes and conditions
that have brought us to this moment. The music, dancing, food, laughter, and friendships that fill our
temple grounds are possible because of the lives and efforts of those who came before us and those who
stand beside us today. May this Obon be a joyful gathering of gratitude, remembrance, and appreciation
for all who have shaped our lives. And as we dance together beneath the summer sky, may we
momentarily set aside our worries and concerns, embrace the present moment, and celebrate the
immeasurable gift of being connected to one another through the Dharma.

In Gassho,
Rev. Candice Shibata



Deceased Chief Mourner
Chuzo Yoshimi Darrell Yoshimi
Ei Kawahara Kawahara Family
Ryan Kawahara Kawahara Family
Raymond Kawahara Kawahara Family
Asato Okamoto Tom Okamoto
Wesley Matsumoto John Matsumoto Jr.
Hiromi Norikane Mitsuko Norikane
Sei Oto Oto Family
Sakiko Oto Sally Oto Opgenorth
Hideo Oto Sally Oto Opgenorth
Tetsu Ito David Ito

v Kanekichi  Ito David Ito
Sato Ito David Ito
Yoshiko Sugimoto Judy Young
Take Heisen Gary Hirotsu
Minoru Hirotsu Gary Hirotsu
Jerry Akio Sakata
Isamu Ikeuchi Betty Kimura
Masae Nakayama Keiko Jean Kashiwada
Misayo Nakahara Frances Nakahara
Sadako Okada June Okada
Jane Matsumoto Vickie Ong
Takeshi Kawahara Linda Kawahara-Matsuo
Yae Kusaba Henry Kusaba Jr.
George Iseri Kirby Iseri
Frank Soliven Linda Soliven

ADULT STUDY JUNE 28, 2026

July Shotsuki

Joyous Monthly Memorial

It was a small and inquisitive group that gathered last Sunday for Rev Shibata’s monthly adult study. We
began with a short, guided meditation from the Goodful web site aimed at bringing about calm by focusing
on the present and reducing anxiety.

Sensei’s presentation was based on the book,” Discovering Buddhism in Everyday Life” by Bishop Marvin
Harada This bookis a collectlon of his talks given over the years and todays topic centered on “The

on a chaotic, frightening adventure along the Yellow Brick Road symbolizes
the path of the Nembutsu. Along the way she encounters the classic Tin
man, Scarecrow and the Lion. These characters just like everyday

encounters represent wisdom, courage, and compassion. Life passes
quickly like the sands of the hourglass shown by the Wicked Witch of the West. This realization encourages
us to discover in the Buddha Dharma the truth that transcends life and death. The support of her friends is
what got her through these difficult times and it is our togetherness of the sangha and deep understanding
of Buddhism that supports us on our path. Once she is “over the rainbow” and returned home she has a

new appreciation of her home and family as there is truly “no place like home”. Gassho, Holly Pauls
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Buddhist Church of Stockton
2820 Shimizu Dr.

A Day Full of F.U.N.

53

ALL AGES WELCOME! Registration Information Coming Soon!
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