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A MONTH OF PREPARATIONS

Aaahh June! A very busy month lies ahead for our church members and friends.

Ready, set...go!

Our Annual Teriyaki — Bento Fundraiser is scheduled for Sunday, July 5", and before then,
many days of planning and preparation will take place. We ask that all able church
members set their calendars to help whenever possible. We also call on friends, and have
come to rely on the extra help. We thank you all in advance for your faithful donations of
time and supplies. We could not keep the church running without you.

The calendar above includes June and the part of July that applies to the fundraiser. All
fundraiser prep days are *starred*.

Please see the flyer in this newsletter for more information on the actual sale. Feel free to
print it and distribute it.

If you don’t know who to contact to offer to help or for sales, please either call the church
or email us, and we will get you connected.



MINISTER’S MESSAGE

As June arrives, many of us find ourselves marking endings and beginnings. We congratulate all
of our students on completing another school year and extend special g
congratulations to our high school and college graduates. Graduation is much
more than receiving a diploma. It represents perseverance through challenges,
growth through successes and disappointments, and stepping forward with [
hopes, dreams, and even some uncertainty about what lies ahead. We celebrate 88
not only accomplishments, but the countless causes and conditions, such as [ S
parents, grandparents, teachers, friends, mentors, and communities that supported these journeys.

At the Buddhist Church of Stockton, June also marks the conclusion of another Dharma School
year. Our Dharma School students have spent the year learning Buddhist teachings centered
around our theme of “Speaking from the Heart,” creating friendships, participating in temple
activities, and growing together in Sangha. While summer brings a pause in formal classes, we
hope the lessons of kindness, gratitude, compassion, and interdependence continue long after the
Dharma School classroom doors close.

Summer has a way of inviting all of us to slow down, rest, and reset. In today’s world, we often
think of productivity as something constant, as if we must always be moving, achieving, or
accomplishing. Yet Buddhism reminds us that periods of stillness and rest are also valuable. Just
as fields require seasons of planting, growing, harvesting, and replenishing, our minds and hearts
also need time for renewal.

I have heard that historically, the Buddhist Church of Stockton observed summer breaks from
regular services because many temple members were farmers in the San Joaquin Valley. Summer
was an especially demanding season devoted to harvesting crops and supporting family
livelihoods. The rhythm of temple life reflected the realities of the community’s everyday lives.
This history serves as a beautiful reminder that Buddhism has never been separate from ordinary
life and it has always existed within it.

Although many may not attend temple as regularly during the summer months due to travel,
family activities, work schedules, or simply needing a slower pace, this does not mean we step
away from the Dharma. The Dharma is not confined to Sunday services or temple walls. The
Dharma continues to meet us in everyday moments: expressing patience in frustration,
appreciating a summer sunset, sharing a meal with loved ones, caring for a neighbor, grieving
someone we miss, or pausing to say “thank you” for the many conditions that support our lives.

Perhaps summer offers us opportunities to practice awareness in new ways: to notice the sound
of the wind in the trees, the warmth of longer days, the joy of children on school break, or even
moments of exhaustion that remind us to care for ourselves and one another. Even in times of
rest, the Dharma continues to teach.



As we enjoy this season of reset and renewal, we also look ahead with

anticipation toward gathering again for one of our most cherished

traditions, which is our Obon and Hatsubon Service followed by the Obon

Odori (dancing) in the evening. Obon invites us to remember loved ones

® 1A 0 #/ who have passed before us with gratitude and reflection, while Obon

(i, "’% ‘Qi dancing allows us to express joy, connection, and appreciation for the
’ countless lives that make our own possible.

There is something deeply meaningful about returning after time apart—to reconnect with
Sangha, remember those who came before us, and celebrate being together once again. In many
ways, summer reminds us that pauses are not endings. Rest is not separation. Sometimes stepping
away allows us to return with renewed appreciation.

As you enjoy the summer months, I hope you find opportunities for rest, moments of gratitude,
and reminders that the Dharma continues to accompany you wherever you may be.

I wish everyone a safe, joyful, and restorative summer, and I look forward to seeing you at Obon
in July.

In Gassho

Reverend Candice Shibata

IN THE WORKS

Here in the temple time moves a little slowly. Fewer hands to do the work, and busier
schedules make for longer timelines on projects.

The positive part of this is the end-product tends to be very well thought out and
designed.

Our new website is amazing, and with just a few last tweeks, will be up and running
thanks to the skill of member Tom Cappelletti. We are so fortunate to have someone
with the knowledge and experience to push out a product that will be both nice to look
at and easy to navigate.

Another project is making the living room of the residence into a library reading room. It
is starting to look like one, and we would like people to come check out and read some
of the books. We would love to have reviews and thoughts to post in the newsletter. We
will keep you posted on how it’s going.



TERIYAKI CHICKEN /BENTO SALE

AT THE WALNUT GROVE BUDDHIST CHURCH
JULY 5™ 2026 - PICK-UP FROM 11 AMTO 2 PM

YOUR ORDER FORM WILL BE PROCESSED
UPON RECEIPT OF PAYMENT

CHICKEN ONLY: $15 +++++++++ BENTO: $25
e

BENTO INCLUDES

2 GRILLED TERIYAKI CHICKEN

TSUKEMONO (SALTY CABBAGE SALAD)
SUNOMONO (MARINATED CUCUMBER)

STEAMED RICE, CORN ON THE COBB, ORANGE SLICES,
KURI MANJU (A JAPANESE PASTRY OF TENDER DOUGH
BAKED AROUND A SWEETENED & SILKY BEAN FILLING)

TO ORDER:

CONTACT THE CHURCH OR BOARD MEMBERS

Sales go quickly, so order early !!!!

SEE CHURCH CONTACT INFO ON FRONT PAGE



Deceased

Misao
Sam
Asa
Shusaku
Azuma
Mizutani
Natsu
Harry
Yoshimatsu
Saburo
Tadao
Jinkichi
Shina
Yuri
Masayoshi
George
Toshio
Asako
Jane
Fumiko
Toru
Tokuye
Ramona

June Shotsuki
Joyous Monthly Memorial

Sakogawa
Sakata
Hirotsu
Hamada
Kunioka
Ancestors
Kusaba
Okada
Koga
Shoji
Hori
Yoshimi
Oda
Ogawa
Ito
Hamatani
Sakai
Nakahara
Oda
Mimura
Sano
Shinmoto
O'Reilly

Chief Mourner

Margaret
Janet
Gary
Hamada
Clifford
Lillian
Okada
Okada
Dorothy

Kevin
Darrell
Ted
Kikue
David
Hamatani
Naomi
Nancy
Tedmond

Kenneth
Thomas
Linda

Shigio
Sakata
Hirotsu
Family
Oto
Matsuoka
Family
Family
Koga

Hori
Yoshimi
Oda
Ogawa
Ito
Family
Sakai
Nakahara
Oda

Sano
Shinmoto
Soliven

The Walrut Grove Puddhist Chunch Ghratefully Cleknowledges

the

SHOTSUKI

Ted & Mary Oda
Carol Tang
Naomi Sakai

25.00
100.00
30.00

SPECIAL AND MISC DONATIONS

Jo Ann Tanaka

Steve & Donna Hiromoto

Charlene Hamada
Hanamatsuri

100.00
100.00

40.00




Keiro Kai Service and Luncheon Held

On Sunday May 24 the Walnut Grove Buddhist Church welcomed our senior members for
a day of recognition. Those members 80 years and above were honored in a service
officiated by Reverend Candice Shibata. In her dharma talk, the members were shown the
respect and gratitude of their many years of service to the temple.

After the service everyone headed to the Gakuen Hall for a bento luncheon. The
decorations included lots of chrysanthemums that symbolize longevity in Japanese
culture, and they were certainly representative of our strong senior members. Everything
looked lovely, the food was delicious, and the companionship of the sangha all made for

an enjoyable day.

HAVE YOU HEARD THE PHRASE “ECO-SANGHA”?

What is it? Google Al explains it; “Eco Sangha (or Eco-Sangha) refers to Buddhist ecology
in action, merging spiritual mindfulness with environmental and social justice. These
groups emphasize interconnectedness, seeking to transform climate grief and anxiety into
sustainable, compassionate action while reducing their carbon footprints.”

While that is a mouthful, could it be simply: being mindful of our actions pertaining to the
environment as a sangha? At the Walnut Grove temple, we have made meaningful strides
in working to do this; we try to sort our trash, not use too much electricity, use water
sparingly. For our fundraiser, we have moved to recyclable or compostable materials in
our packaging, and we are doing the same at meetings and other events.

Do we need to improve? YES!

As a Sangha, we can come up with some ideas and plans that would be of benefit to all.

Let’s open the conversation.



Buddhist Church of Stockton's Safety Committee Presents

TEMPLE GREETER
& AWARENESS
TRAINING

Mark Sakauye will be joining us to share his knowledge
about how we can create a safe and welcoming
environment for all who enter our temple. This important
training equips members to serve as both compassionate
hosts and an added layer of awareness for our commmunity.

Buddhist Church of Stockton - Mini Chapel
2820 Shimizu Drive, Stockton 95203
Saturday, June 6, 2026
10:00 AM-12:00 PM
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SUMMER

Jun28-Jul4

Register now for the BCA Youth
Retreat (BYR) Summer Program to
learn more about Buddhism , make
\':‘ 8 new friends, go on trips, and

s < experience a new appreciation for

N COLLECTIBLES SALE o e
Saturday, June 27, 2026

Great Food

Food 12:00-7:00 or until sold out

Fun & Interesting Classes

Sushi, Tempura (after 2:00), Teriyaki Chicken, Curry Rice, Spam
Musubi, Asian Chicken Salad, Shave Ice,and More!
Collectibles Sale 12:00-3:00
Wall Art, Display Dolls, Lacquerware, Antique Serving Plates,
Kimono, Cookware and many One-of-a-kind items! I

Lodi Buddhist Church lodibuddhi Register Now! tinyurl.com/BYRNINE ~
T A

23 N. Stockton St.. Lodi : = : o

Guest Ministers & Teachers

Meet kids from other

districts




